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Trainee Numbers Survey 
2001/2002 

 
Introduction 
 
1. Each year CITB conducts a survey to measure the numbers of people entering 

construction training.  Figures are collected from colleges, private training providers and 
construction industry training centres across Great Britain.  These include those coming 
through CITB’s own managing agency, and those entering other formal certificated 
training at craft and technician level.  In all training for 17 different occupations is 
covered, providing a greater level of detail than is available from figures from the 
Learning and Skills Council.  Electricians and Plumbers are not included.  The results are 
used (together with separately sourced figures on higher-level construction courses) to 
compare with estimates of skill demand contained in CITB’s Skills Foresight Report. 

 
Headline Results 
 
2. First year intake in 2001/2002 for the occupations covered by the survey stands at around 

47,000. This represents a further rise on previous year’s figures. 
 
3. CITB New Entrant Trainees account for around 13% of all first year trainees, slightly less 

than the 15% of last year 
 

4. There were 1,522 female first year trainees - 3% of the total, compared to 1,910 female 
trainees in 2000/01 (4%). 

 
5. Ethnic minority trainees account for 1,427 (3%) of total first year trainees.  This is a sharp 

decline from the 2,380 (5%) ethnic minority trainees in the previous year.  
 
6. Occupational patterns of Training have remained broadly similar to previous years, with 

Carpenters and Joiners, Bricklayers, Painters, Technicians and Mechanical Engineers 
being the most numerous. 

 
7. Adult training has grown by 6% from 21,350 in 2000/2001 to 22,716 in 2001/2002 and 

now accounts for 48% of the whole intake. 
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Figure 1 
Numbers of First Year Trainees 1990 – 2001 (Great Britain: All Occupations) 

 

 
 
 
Training by Occupation 
4. As with previous years Carpentry & Joinery and Bricklaying training dominate the first 

year training figures with 15,604 (33%) and 8,402 (18%) of the total respectively (see 
figure 2).   

 
Figure 2 

Number of First Year Trainees 1997 – 1999 (Great Britain: Building Craft Occupations) 
 

 
5. The academic year 2001/02 has seen a slight increase across all the building trades with 

bricklaying being the only exception and this only a 0.35% decrease. 
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